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1 
My invention relates to and bas for a purpose 
the provision of a vehicle particularly designed, 
although not necessarily, for transporting caskets 
ïrom place to place in mausoleums, and hoisting 
and moving them into crypts,  5 
If is aiso a purpose of my invention fo provide 
such a casket handling vehicle which embodies 
a vertically extensible ïrame that normally oc: 
cupies a retracted position, and, hence, a mini- 
mum height, to allow the frame and the vehicle 10 
to pass through relatively low archways in a 
mausoleum in transporting a casket to or from 
a crypt. 
A further purpose of my invention is the pro- 
vision of a casket transporting vehicle that bas 15 
a casket supporting platform mounted for ele- 
vating movement on the extensible ïrame, a 
mechanism for elevating the platform on the 
frame, and also vertically extending the frame to 
effect further elevation of the platform to lift 20 
a casket to relatively high crypts, and a control 
means for thc mechanism which can be manually 
set to discontinue oporation thereof at a prede- 
termined rime so that the platform is hoisted to a 
preselected crypt for movement of a casket on 25 
the plat-rotin into such crypt. 
Another purpose of my invention is the pro- 
vision in such a vehicle of means for moving a 
casket onto and off of the platform and irrespoc- 
tive of the elevation thereof. 30 
I will describe only one ïorm of casket trans- 
portini vehicle, and one form of automatic con- 
trol device ïor the hoisting mechanism thereof, 
each embodying my invention, and will then 
point out the novel ïeatures thereof in claires. 35 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a view showing in perspective one form 
of casket transporting vehicle embodying my in- 
vention in which the casket supporting platform 
and the extensible ïrame are in their lowermost 4o 
positions of adjustment. 
Fig. P. is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal 
plan view of the vehicle more particularly show- 
ing the platform and the casket moving means. 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary elevational view of the 
upper part of the extensible ïrame. 45 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec- 
tional view taken on the line 4--4 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view taken on the 
line §--5 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view oï the 5O 
platform and the carriage therefor. 
Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
elevating carriage ïor the platform carriage. 
Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view taken on the 
line $--8 oï Fig. 5. 55 
Fig. 9 is a horizontal sectional view taken on 
the line 9--9 of Fig. 8. 
Fig. 10 is a view simflar to Fig. 1 showing the 
plafform elevated to its uppermost positio n and 
the extensible, frame extended upwardly: - 

2 
Having specific reference to the drawings,my 
invention in its present embodiment comprises 
a dolly designated generally ai D, and comprising 
a body having sides I§, ends 16, and a top.17, 
the body being supported for rolling movement 
by wheels 18 on an axle 19 and castors 20 which 
tender the dolly dirigible. A bar 21 is secured 
to one end of the dolly body and bent.to ïorm an 
.upstanding handle 21 by which the dolly may be 
.pushed ïrom place to place. One end of the 
top 17 is open but closed by a housing 22 in which 
is partly contained a hoisting mechanism. 
My vehicle includes a vertically extensible 
frame made up oï a stationary part S and a 
movable part M. The stationary frame part is 
best shown in Figs. 5 and 10 as comprising a pair 
of vertically extending and parallel spaced chan- 
nelled side raiis 23 witah their lower ends extend- 
ing downwardly through the top 17 adjacent the 
housing 22, and fixed at their lower ends to a 
cross member 24 secured to a platform 25..The 
side rails 23 may be braced by rods 26 secured to 
the housing 22 and fo the upper end of the rafls 
as shown in Fig. 10, and the .upper ends of. the 
rails are connected by a cross bar 27. 
As shown in Figs. 5 and 7, an elevating cár- 
riage, designated generally at K, is mounted.for 
vertical movement in the side raiis 23. This 
carriage consists of a vertical plate 28 having on 
its lower edge a fiange or lip 29 of greater length 
than the plate to completely span the rails 23. 
The upper edge of the plate 28 is formed with 
a plurality of upstanding extensions 39 which 
are riveted, welded or otherwise secured to an 
axle 31. Similarly fastened to the lower edge of 
the plate 2 is a second axle 32. These axles are 
of such length as to span the raiis 23, and jour- 
nalled on their ends are rollers 33 which ride in 
the channeis of the rails 23 so that the carriage 
as a unit can be moved vertically therein. 
The movable frame part M is best sh0wn in 
Figs. 5 and 10 as comprising a pair of channelled 
side raiis 34 held in flxed parallel spaced relation- 
ship by an axle 5, and telescopically associated 
with the side rails 23 of the stationary frame part 
by L-shaped brackets $5 fixed to the rails 28 and 
carrying rollers $7 which bear against the rails 
84, as best shown in Fig. 4. 
A carriage designated generally at K I is mount- 
ed for vertical movement in the rails84. This 
carriage, as best shown in Fig. 6, comprises, a 
vertical plate 88 disposed between the rails 84 
and carrying axles $5 and 4fl on the ends ofwhich 
are journalled rollers 41 which ride in the chan- 
neis of the rafls 4. To one side of the plate 
$8 is riveted or otherwise secured an upstanding 
flange 42 of the platform 45 disposed horizon- 
tally above the body top Il supported-and braced 
by channel beams 44 and 45. 
 This platform 45 is designed to suPport"a 
. casket, sh0wn in phantom in.Fig. 5, and throih 
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3 
the medium of a mechanism by which the casket 
may be fed or moved onto or off the platform. 
This m_eçn. nim:ompri.ses a pair:ofglebas 
45 secur..toç::the upper side of=the, platform in 
spaced paral!el relation to each other and in 5 
which shafts 47 are journalled. These shafs 
are arranged at regular spaced..inteoEa.._alon_g 
the length of the rafls, and to each shftds-fi.ed  
a roller 48. One end of each shaft projects be - 

are provided. These stop blocks are secured in 
the channels of the side rails 84 just below the 
»xle., to e cDgaged-»bythe per, rgllers 4 
nd-thsïimt f1her e!diTg enent of the 
carriage K and, hence, the platform 4 on the 
-ç.rame part M. 
 çfçrring owto Fig. 9, I have here shown a 
.=cintïetdevice for.-effecting automatic cessation 
in operation of the hoisting mechanism once the 

yond its respective bar 6, where.tsowi..ed !9. 
with a sprocket wheel 49. E gag.ing all offlbe 
sprocket wheels 49 for all of the shts  n-end- 
less chain @, and this chain in turn fdrienby 
extendg one of the ,endmost shaf 4, and 
og. it with  .pr0cket =whe.el /-.ich, 15 
r0,ugh a chain..,.nd  sprocket2aAs,pm- 
ti,.cected to a shaft .53. 
: e. shaft.. 3,i_t, s cpnncçcd _, h.osed 
ducion gan 5.4providg an operate 
ç«the platform,43. Cuent to the moç.5 
,ped h.ouh n eçctc, cqrd 6/(sçe F. 
5 .saced.to the unside 0f the !arm 
:¢edna .w.el!.5 seued to the .n.er side .of 
the y ..tp [,_with he l¢r çrovided.with n 
,pen _58 ._1o the extension oI he cord 
no.¢he w!l. om th wll he cori eted- 
,.ae  .a:sih 59 on .the .p of.theio2, 
.ch,.n .n, _ coectd t0 a ouce Çf CZ- 0 
_cod çet hwn), The swih 59.i çf.the e- 
.esile tpe:to ply cçcnt  th mçt0r 
:in one ircton r the othe, an 
the relle.s  ethr recti0 5 
.pa M,: ad xtielatCer;vrtically on the 
Wholly moed çn .he. olly. ad ..q0pçsig a 
inch havg Ç0 drms S0 (see g..8) .fixd in 
aoe $3 çhee, pr .y a .otçr, 6. 
he:do]y:bedy, andi is raçivey cÇecdt0 
"çaf¢ 6fy aplley d.be! çonçtoÇ6:.be - 
We. e_oorshaftndm] intemdate shat 
"ehe. bearngs i. a worm '0 .whch meshes 
ih.a wom wheel I d on.te haft. 6 l. 
o 64  a_dapd to b e!ectrcally_.q.eqted 
. s.ble surce rmçte from the. doly can/be 
:sl.d . dive h mor in ither d!ecton, 
ad; hCnce,the w!nc h ums 
o.cbl:3..haçe.oe e.d choed _to.he 
.  _ indicated t J 4in. g. 9, :and they. e 
o.und :in .Che Saine direction, aout =uch-.dru. 
0m ] «respective drum each cab!e xends P- 
wardly through a slot5 in the ¢oP:of/.hehous- 
.ing-. and over. a heave ]6 rotatale oan axle 
l extndg ..between nd secued .t A ends 
¢he. siderai]s23adjacent he cross-ril 2. =:0m. 
:thesheave ,6 the cab!e ]3 mtends .downarly 
.d.. ¢hen..upardly: ar0nd .a shv.e J 8. on ¢e 
 !e31 to. a hve. - on he, axle 3.5 ,whence. it 
«:.  downwary .to the.pafom 43 whe'eit 
.=Ç¢0red hereto. by a ho0k, 0. 70 
rr he:dulçpurPqe«f imiçg :çlevatiQn::pf 
causg such frame part.-to-,be xtended: on the 
 moEpaç.y  Sram .part s ç thçog:h  !ft.g qf ::the 
..oe-ageK, abutment, or:stop blocksor:str4ps8  75 

;:p_t.%t£p:;rçes a predetermined height so that 
a cas,;et _çan..be elevated to a preselected crypt. 
This device-comprises a bracket 82 secured to the 
.h0usi.n,.g22 and in which is screw-threaded à 
shaft 8 having on one end a knurled head $4. 
, An,L :.haped _memb.er ç ....has a. lon.g !eg m0v, able 
in ,.an opçrg 6 .in ,$h.e raçket 
hort 2eg. is fixed ina .s!e¢e,8 0_os.ely 
the.shat :, b.ut ¢onfied 
with by a pair of co, l!a.r» .Spinnel to..the 
The fr.ee.,.e.d .of the.short !¢g..is=ppiD¢d,,tp fprm 
. an i.ndica.tor 2.9 .or ,scale,0,on.rp.d:9! 
winch .dr.ums 8. The:grdu.ti0 ,ns .f the, 
n!ay Denumb.ered .t,o crzespond t._o the0riz)Dt.Ç1 
tiers of. cyp_ts in a.mauso!euA:n.... 
.A lever:9. is.pivotç,d.a.s.at 9on 
of the member , and by a spring 9 the,sp,r.t 
arm ...thereef is urged ,into enggene,nt .v¢ith a 
.switch:9 fprhe_t0r,.4. Te.swit_Ch,.of/i.ts.el_f 
_isurged togpen postion @o that 
ction ...of the .sPrng 4 
.Further, .the/switch is dp.ted 
.in.s,.erAes .with the ma_nual.switch 
£he latter is.closed thectr01 vice 
as.int¢n.led. The !0ng arm o, f: te ,lever .,e_x:eDds 
tçaasveçsely pf .:the _cab.e 
up.wrdly, fro...m.the 
In .the ue.of my,:.iDer.tio. ,. vb_e,nthe ltqrï 
$ and the extensib!e r.a,m. .p@rt ,_ gre An :the 
1.ow.er.e.d ppitipns,.sho_wn,:inFigs,. =!..and.5, ,0De end 
of_.a. Casket ma_ybe.moved:onto_so.m.e..o the r.qllr.s 
8 .whçr_e. the opera.t0r ._coses 
energize the motor 55 as to- dr, i,e the r.ollers i a 
d.irection, threby .oving the, cÇsk..e.t c0p_l.eely 
on_ to .the pla£fprm ..when.he.s_itch s.P.e.ned.to 
disc.ontin_ue çg of £he:r011ers, 
Once the Casket is .c0p.le.te]y .naved .onto _the 
platform as descr.ibe.d, the =dQlly _an be ,.puslle,l 
to that part qf .the_m,ausleum v!bere.£he tiers oT 
cry, pts...are situatçd whereupp.a, .the dolly As ppsi- 
tiond ,So thatpneï.endof the cskt f¢es:the 
crpts. Depending up.on .the heght of:the.:pa.r- 
_tjçu!ar crYPt :in hich he casket !s to belolaced 
determines the elevation £o .which_,the p!atf0rm 
is .to be .lifted, so that by .,manual operati0n oT 
the cramk $. Or by energizing £he metor-@4 
pr0per direction througbclosuref..theswich. 
the =hoisting .mechanism will be 0Perated as:.0Ï- 
lows: 
.Under rotation-of the ,winch drums .@ .in a 
clockvise ,. directpn,.as  when viewed 
cab!es  .will be wound .thereon :to .shoten5the 
stretches between the hooks 8@ and the_sh_e.aes 
.79 and exert a pull,UPwardly n 
thereby causig the platform 
..there,on to be ,]ifted-on the ramë ::epÇrt M., If 
the .heght of.the qyp in,t_o .whc_h 
to !be-dçposted:is within- the height of the.ïme 
part M when the latter is in the«z'etaqtedps£- 
.tion :s:own_in :i:g 5, t!n 
anism is caused or allowed-:to:op.erate:uni.l«he 
patïr:m . l_ifed .tp the .r.equh;d he.jght on ihe 
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of the switch 89, now causes the motor 55 fo be 
operated in such direction that the rollers 48 
more the casket lengthwise off of the platform 
and into the crypt. 
If the crypt into which the casket is fo be 
moved is OEbove the height of the stationary frame 
part S the hcisting mechanism is operated fo 
cause the upper ro!lers 4 ! of the carriage I! fo en- 
gage the stops  ! and under continued r.otation of 
the drums Q, the stretches of the cables 7S 
between the sheaves SI and 76 wi]l be shortened 
fo now lift the carriage I in the stationary frame 
part S and as the lip 29 abuts the lower ends of 
the side rails , the movable frame part M wi!] 
be elevated on the frame part S, as illustrated 
in Fig. 10. As the platform 3 is now movable 
upwardiy with the frame part S, if will be clear 
that the p]atform with the casket can he ele- 
vated beyond the ]irait of the frame part M fo 
any height substantial;y within the combined 
lengths of the two frame parts M and S. By now 
operating the fol;ets  in the propeï direction the 
csket can be moved frcm the platïorm into the 
prese]ected crypt. 
If the control device of Fig. 9 is incorporated 
n my vehicle in the manner previous]y descïibed, 
fo operate the hoisting mechanism the opertor 
rst sers the indicator 9 through adustment of 
the shaft 3, fo a point along the length of the 
scale 9S fo indicate the particu/ar horizontal fier 
of crypts Ln which a casket is tobe deposited. 
By such setting oï the indictor the iong arm of 
the lever 92 is so positioned axia]ly of the drum 
60 that when the switch 72 is closed fo energize 
the motor G the hoisting mechanism will be 
erated until the casket reaches a height corre- 
sponding fo the preselected crypt, when the cable 
73 in ifs lateral movement as if is wound on the 
drum, will swing the lever against the tension of 
the spring 94, as shown in ,Sroken lines in Fig. 9, 
fo more the short lever arm out of engagement 
with the switch 9. Thus the switch now opens 
fo disrupt further current supply fo the motor 4 
fo discontinue ïurther elevation of the casket. By 
now c]osing the switch 59, the rollers 48 are op- 
erated fo more the casket into the crypt. 
The vertical extensbiiity of the frarne part M 
not only provides the advantage of increasing the 
height fo which a casket can be elevated beyond 
that of a non-extensible frame, but in transport- 
ing a casket fo or from a crypt or when other- 
wise moving the vehicle from place fo place in a 
mausoleum having doorways or arches of less 
height than the frame part M when in any degree 
of extended position if can, by moving if fo com- 
pletely retracted position, be readily passed 
through such doorways or arches. 
Manifestly, my invention is not only operable 
fo elevate a casket fo a crypt ai any height with- 
in the range of vertical extension of the frame 
part S, but by reversing operation of the motors 
55 and 4, if is operable fo lower a casket from 
an elevated crypt once one end of the casket is 
placed on the rollers 45, and fo transport and dis- 
charge the casket from the platform. 
Although I bave herein shown and described 
only one form of casket transporting vehicle, nd 
one form of automatic control device for the 
hoistàng mechanism thereof, if is fo ,be understood 
that various changes and modifications may be 
marie therein without departing from the spirit 
of my invention and the spirit and scope of the 
appended claires. 
Wrhat I claire is: 
I. A vehicle or caskeçs, including:  dolly; a 

6 
frame having a stationary part fixed on said 
dolly, and a movable part vertically extensible on 
the stationary part, and having a stop. thereon; 
a casket supporting platform movable vertically 
 on said movable frame part and engageable with 
said stop; mechanism for elevating said platform 
on said movable frame part, and into engage- 
ment with said stop, and for subsequentiy 
tending said movable frame part upwardiy on 
10 said stationary frame part fo further elevate said 
platfonn, rollers on said platform for support- 
ing a cket, motor operated means on the plat- 
form for driving said rollers in either direction, 
and means on said dolly operable in al1 elevated 
1 positions of said platform for controlling said 
motor oporated means. 
2. A vehicle for caskets, including: a dolly; 
frame part fixed fo and rising from said dolly; 
a second frame part movable vertically on said 
0 fxed frame part; a ïrst carriage movable ver- 
tically on said second frame part; stops on the 
upper portion of said second frame part engage- 
able by said first carriage; a platforrn fixed on 
said carriage; a second carriage movable verti- 
2 cally on said fixed frame part and having a por- 
tion disposed beneath and contacting the lower 
end of said second frame part for lifting the lat- 
ter on the fixed frame part; and a mechanism on 
said dolly for elevating said first carriage on said 
30 second frame part and into engagement with said 
stops, whereby upon continued operation of said 
mechanism said second carriage will elevate said 
second frame part fo further elevate said plat- 
form. 
 3. A vehicle for caskets as embodied in claim 
2, wherein said platform has rollers thereon upon 
which a casket is adapted fo be supported, and 
means on said platform and.operable from said 
dolly when the second frame part is elevated for 
40 driving said rollers in either direction. 
4. In a vehicle for caskets, a dolly, a casket 
supporting platform movable vertically on said 
dolly, casket-supporting rollers on the platform, 
means for driving said rollers in either direction 
4 including an electric motor mounted on the plat- 
form, and means on the dolly for controlling said 
motor including fiexible electrical conductor 
means leading from the dolly fo said motor, said 
dolly having a well beneath said platform and 
0 into which said conductor means is lowered and 
from which said conductor means is raised as the 
platform is lowered and elevated. 
GEORGE FOIMAN. 
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